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1. Executive summary
This deliverable focuses on the description of the web site developed for SPECS project together with
the description of an intranet only for partners. This document also includes the data dissemination
strategy related to the scientific data management by partners and based on the best available
standards.

2. SPECS website
The website is one of the most important dissemination tools of this project which is updated regularly
by the Project Office. The current version of the website follows the project’s identity and presents
several sections that will be described ahead. The coordinator (IC3) launched the website in month 1
especially for the kick off meeting of the project although in a very basic version which has been
updated regularly. It is subject to constant improvement and enhancement such as news, links,
events, etc.
The address is: www.specs-fp7.eu
SPECS website is made up by two different areas: the public area and the members’ area or wiki.
The public one is accessible by all visitors providing overall project information of the project and
presents the main menu items including the basic functionalities of the site while the members’ area is
an intranet or wiki whose access is only allowed to partners after registration.
Public area
These are the main headings of the website; some of them include subsections to explain the project
in a more detailed way.

o Home: it introduces a general overview of the project and points out the EU funding including
logos by the sentence This project is funded by Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) of the
European Commission. Two versions of the project leaflet can be downloaded from this tag.
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o About SPECS: it describes a more detailed overview of the project, including the motivation,
scientific objectives, structure and the timeline.

o Participants: includes the partners’ description; the information has been classified by country
so that clicking on each country link, a list of corresponding partners is downloaded.

o

Work packages: this page introduces the work package list that can be accessed through the
links classified according to the mains research themes of the project.
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o News: this section shows the most relevant news and events related to the project; this section
will be updated during the lifetime project.

o

Dissemination: this section collects the dissemination material related to the project. It is
organized in three other sections depending on the different dissemination activities
developed.
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o

Contact: main contacts of the project are introduced in this page; a generic e-mail address is
provided to contact easily the project office.

3. SPECS wiki
The SPECS wiki, or private section of the web area, can be accessed via the external website or
directly through the link http://www.specs-fp7.eu/wiki/index.php/Main_Page. It is only available
after registration, which is controlled by the project office. Among the almost 100 people registered we
can find the partners, project officer, affiliated partners, stakeholders and other scientists.

SPECS (308378) D12.3

7

This wiki is the main communication tool of the consortium. It has been designed to exchange
documents and as a repository of discussions and information in general. The access to the wiki is
subject to coordinator’s approval. All partners have been invited to register and encouraged to use this
tool.
The information is constantly supervised by the Project Office and updated by partners and
coordinator.
Main sections included in the wiki are the following:
o

People: this section contains the main contacts per institution and work package.

o

Management: it contains several sections which describe the main bodies and documents for
the proper management of the project. These sections are:
-

Contractual documents: This section shows the most relevant documents of the
project, (grant agreement, consortium agreement and DoW) to be available for
partners.

-

Management structure: it describes each decision body of the project and the
decision making procedure.

-

Templates: it contains the templates used for the different documents that come out of
the project to show a standardized image.
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-

Gender issues: this section describes the main interested links about gender issues
and the SPECS Gender plan that collect the activities planned within the project to
raise awareness of this issues.

o Work- packages: this page allows exchanging information related to the WP among partners.
Minutes and consortium meetings are also registered on each WP link as well as each work
package leader’s contact.
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o

Deliverables and Milestones: both lists are available on this page so that the corresponding
internal documents can be accessed by clicking on the lists. Those deliverables or milestones
whose deadline is closed are colored in red.

Deliverables:

Milestones:
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o Periodic Reports: this section collects the most relevant information about each reporting
period and includes budget reports as well.

o Experiments: this section is created as a space to exchange and update the information of the
experiments planned in the project. A table with the experiments foreseen per institution is also
available in this section.
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o Data section: this section contains the information related to the data dissemination strategy
and data storage.

o Other partners: on these two separate sections all information about stakeholders and
affiliated partners is available. They are updated periodically with new member’s information.
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o

Agenda: this section lists the main internal and external events related to the project.

o

Mailing lists: details how to manage the different mailing used to make easier the
communication flow between partners.
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o

Logos: from this section can be downloaded EU logos and project logos.

4. Data dissemination area
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SPECS is producing a large volume of climate forecast data. The data dissemination task mainly
consisted of two phases: the first one aimed at defining very precise conventions about what to share
among the partners and write the adequate programs to do this, while the second one was related to
the technical infrastructure that would be created to host all the data produced during the project.
Pre-sharing phase: definitions of the common conventions
The first step of this work was then the definition of the technical conventions on how to (re-)write the
files produced by the coupled models so that the data shared afterwards is consistent regardless of
the institution that produced it. This takes into account the files attributes and metadata as well as their
structure. The detail of these conventions has been fully documented in a “SPECS standard output “
technical
note
available
on
the
SPECS
wiki
(http://www.specsfp7.eu/wiki/index.php/File:SPECS_standard_output.pdf) and advertised to the partners in through the
monthly reports. Previous experience from past projects (CMIP5, ENSEMBLES, CORDEX, …) has
been taken into account to define these conventions. It is also expected that the conventions become
a standard to encode climate prediction data in international projects.
Once an agreement has been reached on the conventions, it was important to agree on what
variables should be produced and shared, at what frequency as well as official definitions. Some
extensive discussions were conducted and led to a list that would benefit most users and that allow
the largest model intercomparison.
Then, a modification of the CMOR2 library was undertaken to make checks on the model output and
rewrites them with appropriate names, attributes, format, etc... A SPECS patch to the existing library
has been released and will be part of the official release of the library. Once the library is updated,
programs using it have been specially written for each partner/model, following visits to every institute
to work with the people responsible for the data encoding so that the data can be shared and
disseminated.
Setup of the data repositories
After having developed all the programs for each institution to create the common data, there was the
need to work on the central repository that will receive and centralize all the data so that, in the end all
the different groups can share their data between them and work on model comparisons.
To evaluate the needs of disk space, the volume of data that would be shared during the project was
estimated. The estimation (60 TB) was made taking into account the different model resolutions, the
list of variables and the specified experiments.
After defining the terms of reference of the access to the data, two sites have been selected to host
the data: BADC (http://badc.nerc.ac.uk/home/index.html) and Santander Meteorology Group (UCCSIC),
through
the
ECOMS
User
Data
Gateway
UDG)
(https://meteo.unican.es/trac/wiki/SpecsEuporias). While the BADC global repository will
centralize the SPECS experiments, the UDG contains the hindcasts of the European operational
seasonal forecast systems. A technical document will be made available on the SPECS wiki. It will
describe the way to connect to the global repositories, perform a mandatory quality check (QC) of the
data to ensure once again that it is consistent with the conventions and that all data standardized.
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4.1 Data sharing and availability
As a true European project SPECS will make the data available to the scientific community respecting
the European approach towards open access. The consortium has agreed on terms that govern this
approach.
Access is restricted to non-commercial use during the project, but becomes unrestricted after the end
of the SPECS project. In this context “restricted” means only available for research, including research
by commercial bodies. Access is granted to all users registered with the Earth System Grid Federation
(ESGF) who indicate their acceptance of the terms of use. A list (user names and email addresses) of
users who have registered will be shared with the data providers.

5. Efforts for this deliverable
Partner

1 IC3

Person-months
(actual)
14.85 PM

Personmonths
(in-kind)
-

Period covered

M1-M15

6. Sustainability
The website and the wiki of the project are designed as a communication tool and as to make the
project more visible to different types of audience. It is an important channel for exchanging
information inside and outside the project.
In the context of data dissemination, it is important to notice that an effort has been made to involve
other partners and other projects in the data dissemination. For example, the list of variables from
SPECS has been built looking at the EUPORIAS one trying to have some common features. Data
from North American Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME) are also being CMORized and hosted at BADC.
Meanwhile, a contact has been made with the scientists involved in the EPOCASA (Enhancing
seasonal-to-decadal Prediction Of Climate for the North Atlantic Sector and Arctic) and PREFACE
(Enhancing PREdiction oF Tropical Atlantic ClimatE) projects to make their data compliant with the
SPECS conventions, always with the idea of harmonizing the formats of data to be shared.
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